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Theoath of allegiance unfolded to the goodPeople of England, 


-Y. i 


who deſire to keep themſelves pure,fromun warrantable complying with the preſent powers in 
oaths and Engagements, which tend to the polluting and defileing their conſciences. 


Bemg a breife diſcovery of the danger of perſons (wearing, and not performing unto God their oathes ; Alſothe undarrantableneſs of 


ſweareing allegiance, unto thoſe that are not kings after Gods awn heart; Together with a diſcovery of thoſe many things that perſons 
Za mu#t ſweare to, that take the oath of allegiance ; as it ® publiched in print-. 


By one who is wiling to ſubmit to, and chearefully obey Magiſtrates who are a terrour to evill workes and a prayſc to them that 
do well and defires the flourishing of peace and truth, ry 
FT bo ſoever beareth the ſound of the trumpet , and taketh not warning, if the ſword come and take bim away , bis blood shall be upon his own bead. Ezech, 33: 4. Better i itthat thou should 
not yaw , then that thou sbouldt yow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy flesh to ſm. Eccleſ. 5:5, 6. But they like men, have tranſgreſſed the Covenant , there have they dealt 
rreacherozſly againit me. Hoſea 6: 7, Set the trumpet to ty mouth: be shal come as an Eagle againit the hoſe of the Lord, becauſe they have tranſgreſſed my Covenant and treſpaſed 
againſt my law, tſrael hath caſt off the thing that #s good , the enemy «hall purſue him. They haye ſet up Kings but not by me they haye made Princes and I knew it not. Hoſea 8: 3, 4. 


To all that fear the Lord m ſincerity and truth of what Iudoment, or perſwaſion ſo cocr. 


DESE AR friends wy hearts deſire and prayerto God for you, is, 
Ay that you may keep your minds and conſciences pure in this 
SPE time of general defilement, wherein there is a general pol- 
2523. luting of conſcience, by the men of this generation ; in 
breaking of oaths, that they haveformerly taken ; and by ſwearing unto 
ſuchthings as they are ignorant of; as is thecaſe oftoo too many in this 
day, as alſo byſwcaring to perform ſuch things as they are not reſolved to 
do: And further in ſwearing to do ſuch things, as of neceſſity the doing of 
them muſt defile their conſciences ; as the caſe now ſtands with many 
of them. | : 

Now to the end you may not be taken in this ſnare I shall lay before 
you theſe three or foure things to weigh and conſider. | 

The danger of a perſons ſwearing , and not performing unto the 
Lord his oath ; 1 hall Leave youto conſider of theſe two or three Scri- 
ptures; that in the 3. of Malachy 5. 1 will come nearetoyou to judgementſaith 
the Lord and I will be a ſwift witneff again# ſorcerers, and again# the adulterers, 
and againft the falſe ſivearers ; That ſoule will be tound in a ſad condition 
whom the Lord willcome forth againſt both as Judge and witneſs, and 
ſuch will be the condition of the falſe ſwearer who ever he be without re- 
pentance, be he poot ortich, ſubje or Prince, for he will ftrike through 
Kings , in the day of hiswrath. Tfal. 110:5. Iſa 30: 33. 

And the higheſt profeſſion will not exempt ſuch perſons, from the 
Judgmentof the Lord, Jer.7. From the g. verſe and ſo on, yea this is one 
iniag for which the Lord bids rhe Prophet he should not pray for this people 
as verſe the 16. and they arc ina fad condition indeed that theLord wil not 
havepraycd for; God will certainly ruine the houſes of ſuch perſons: Ze. 
chariah 5: 4. You may ſee the curſe of God hall enter into the houſe of the falſe 

ſwearer ; (that ſwears falſly by the Erernall God with hands lifted up to 
heaven) anditshall remaine in the midſt of his houſe and shall conſume itwith 
the timber thereof and with th? Stones thereof: Itmay be the Lord may be 
making good this word, this day,upon ſome family, for this very thing: 
And theſe Scriptures; Eccleſ5: 5. ſeriouſly conſidered, will ſpeak thus 
muchto us that ir #s better noti9 vow .. then to Vow and not pay. 

The ſecond thing 1 $halllay before you, is, that thereis no warrant 
from the ſcripture tobear us out in taking an oath to the preſent King 
as the caſe now Standeth; and my reaſons are theſe two. Firſt, there is no 
precept to command us to it. Secondly there is no preſident to tollerate tis 
in it. Firſt there isno precept to command usto it: If it should be ob- 
jected that Kings may command their ſubjes, and thatthey are bound 
to obcy them; TheAnſweris eaſy; Firſt that Kings ought not to command 
their ſubjes to any thing thatis not according to Scripture and this oath 
is not according to Scripture; and therefore there can be no command {tom 
God,-cicher dircaly, or indireQly for the taking of it. : 

As there is no precept to command us tOit: ſothere is no preſident 
totollerate uSin it; there is not in the Scripture any colour for any ſuch 
thing ſave in the caſc of Joas/ 2. Kings 11 : 17. but there is a manifeſt 
difference between that caſe and ours in theſe three things. 

Firft, Foash received with theCrown the teſtimony, and ſo was obliged 
to rule according to the law of God, but the Kings of England with the 
Crown receive the corrupt Lawes of England that hang the thicke whom 
the law of God faith shall make reſtitution and fave the adulterer, and 
blaſphemer whom the law of God faith shall dic. 

Foarhentred into covenant with the Lord , and with his people; bur 
the King of England cither hath made no covenant with the Lord, (orif 
hehath, hedenicthit, ) noryet with his people, for them he Impriſo- 
neth and perſecuteth. 

In Joash time they deſtroyed falſe worship , but now the Lords wor- 
Ship is ſuppreſt, and falſe worship ſett up, and ſupported, thus I have 
done withthe ſecond thing to be conſidered, 

The thirdthing that I $hall lay before you to weigh, and conſider ; and 
that is the oath of allegiance ; it ſelfe, thatis preſt upon us, in theſe times 
to be taken by us; andIshall shew youthercin, in cffe& what you muſt 


| 


ſweare to, or they mult ſweare to, that do take it ; he that takes that 

oath muſt betore God; and the world, (weare, that he doth Truly and, 
ſincerely acknowledg , profeis , teſtify and” declare , in his conlithes 
that King Charles is lawfull and right full Xing of this realm, and all other his 
dominions and countries, and herein they muſt ſweare that thisCharles is the 
very Tonne of the late King Charles the firft, though they never ſee either 

ofthem, and ſo muſtneeds be far from a perſonall knowledg , of what they 

mult ſwear to, which itis reaſon, all perſons Should have, of the thing that 
they (weareto, andin other caſes the oath of aperſon is of no weight that 

doth not ſweare from a perſonall knowledg, It muſt needs be an unreaſona- 

ble thing to compell perſons to ſwear that is truth, that is ſpoken by others, 

and they themſelves, have not a perſonall knowlcdg of it. 

Secondly they muſt in effec iweare, that that Charles rhefirſt was the very 
ſonne of James the firft; for if he were not, he could not be heire to the 
crown, and fo conſequently this Charles could not be Lawfull and right full 
heire, and how can wee ſweare that ? when as James dicd before wee were 
borne many of us, and before his death his ſonne took a voyage into Spaine. 

Thirdly, how can wee ſweare ( thatareIgnorant of ſtate- affayres) that J4- 
mes the firſt did trulyand lincally.deſcend from William Duke of Normandy; 
for that in effect wee muſt ſweare, for if it benotlo, James, and his Heirs 
could not, nor can not be wighttull and lawfull Heirs. 

Fourthly, wee mult Gyeare that H/7/{;ani Duke of Normandy his forcible 
entring of England, | and ſubduing of it made him rightfull and lawfall 
King of England; forif this did not make him rightfull and lawfull King , 
then the preſeat Kingis not rightfull and lawfull Hcire; and ſurca perſon of 
a tender Conſcience cannot 1weare that a forcible entrance into anothers 
poſſeſſion, makes a man rightfull Hcire of thatpoſſeſſion; and it is enough 
that wee ſubmitto, andlive peaccably under the King, though wee do 
not ſweare his title: It is enough for me to let my neighbour alone quiet 
in his poſſeſſion; it is unreaſonable, while I doſo , that my neighbour 
Should go aboutto make me ſweare his title. 

You mult alſo ſweare, that the King of England is rightfull Heir of 
France, forhc is ſtiled King of Fraxce allo. 

Secondly, you muſt ſweare to bear faith, and true allegiance , to him and 
his Heirs , and Succeſſours, and him, and them, defend tothe uttermoſt 


of your powcragainſtall attemprs what Socver that $hall be made againſt 


them, by any, and make knowneall treaſons, and trayterous conſpiracies, 
which you shall know or heareto be againſtthem, or any of them; 

Firft , in this you muſt ſweare to beare faith and True allegiance unto 
the King that is not yet ſworne what he willdo for you. 

Secondly , you mult this do, prove he never ſo bad; for the oath is abſolute, 

You muſt promiſe and ſwear faith, and true allegiance, to one that 
hath broken up your mectings and filled the priſons with rhepretious Saints 
and people of God, of alljudgments, andthat (in pretence ) for thefolly 
of a few men whoſe ations wee doe diſown. 

You muſt ſwear faith, and trucallegiance, unto his Heirs and ſucceſſors, 
letthem be as bad as they will, if they should prove as bad as Pueen Mary , 
who put to death by cruelty, many of the pretious ſervants of the Lord; 
as appears by thoſe ſad ſtorics upon record. 

You mult ſweare, him and them to defend , be they neyerſo bad, and 
that with your Efates andlives: forunleſsyoudoſo, you do not defend 
them to the uttermoſt of your power, andſo, you will be forſworne, if 
they ſtand in nced of you, andcallyoutoit, and you do not do it. 

It the deareſt friend you have, ſpeaketh, oraReth againlt the King or his heirs, you 
muſt, if you do but hearof it, diſcoverit, thoughit be to the delivering of him to death. 

This oath of allegiance isabſolute , without any condition, asappears by theſe words, 
And all theſe things I do plainely , and ſincerely acknowledg , according to theſe expreſs words , by 
me ſpoken , and according to the plaine and common ſence of rhe ſame words , without auy equiyoca- 
tion or mentall eyaſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſaexer, And iF you do not make this re- 
cognition , and acknowledgment in your takeing of this oath , heartily , willingly and 
truly , upon the true faith of a Chriſtian , you are forſworne, ſo ſoonas cyer you have 


{worne, as many (Idoubtnot) are this day, who would not haye takenit , butto keep 
their Libertics and Eſtates. 
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